
      

      
         

  
         

           
               

             
             

            
             

         
  

  
          

             
         

          
             

          
             
 

  
           

            
            

           
       

  
            

               
         

  
  

            
   

  
    

  
      

   
  

     
  

 

PETA Action Alert from April 2006: 

Stop Lethal Poisoning Tests on Animals 
Com ments are due to the government by May 5. 

Since 1927, companie s and government agencie s have been poi soning 
ani mal s to death in hideou sly cruel “lethal dose” toxicity tests. Animal 
researchers do so knowing that if they did the sa me thing to an animal outside 
a laboratory, they could be arrested and charged with cruelty to animal s. In 
lethal dose testing, groups of ani mal s are forced to swallow, inhale, or absorb 
through their skin ever-increa sing levels of a test sub stance until they die. 
Thousand s of ani mal s die this way every year in laboratories acros s the U.S. in 
the testing of pe sticide s, pharmaceutical s, industrial chemical s, and food 
additives. 

Promi sing alternatives to this inhu mane testing have been available for more 
than a decade. In 2000, PETA forced the federal government to convene an 
international workshop to review these non-animal, cell-based methods. The 
experts at that workshop concluded that the method s could be used 
im mediately to reduce the number of animals killed in lethal dose testing and 
that––given the proper amount of funding and effort––the method s could be 
used to completely replace lethal dose testing in animal s within two to three 
years. 

So here we are––six years later––and what is our government doing? It is 
convening yet another workshop to study the use of the non-animal method s to 
reduce the use of animal s in lethal dose testing. The announcement for the 
workshop doesn’t even mention using the cell-based methods to replace the 
use of ani mal s in lethal dose testing. 

Government official s need to hear that you don’t want any more animal s killed 
in lethal dose testing in this country. Tell them that it is long pa st time to refine 
and imple ment non-animal cell-ba sed methods and to stop poi soning ani mal s 
to death. 

Please send polite com ments (they will be posted on a government Web site) 
by May 5: 

Dr. Willia m S. Stokes 
NICEATM Director 
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences 
P.O. Box 12233 
MD EC—17 
Re search Triangle Park, NC 27709 
919-541-0947 (fax) 
niceatm@nieh s.nih.gov 


